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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination filed 29 
October 2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

Claims 1, 7, 12, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. The claims disclose the limitation "gradually displaying elimination of non- 
selected selectable logon controls", or similar. No support in the specification exists for the 
inclusion of such a limitation. The most relevant passage found by the examiner is the 
specification at U 0020, which merely states that "the selectable logon controls that are not 
selected can be eliminated from the display utilizing any number of methods and techniques to 
visually animate the transition". Claims depending from claims 1, 7, 12, and 22 are similarly 
rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 1-6, 11, 12, 14-20, and 30-36 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claims 1-6, 12, and 14-20, these claims are non-statutory for at least the reason 
that they are not tangibly embodied (i.e. stored on a computer readable storage medium which 
does not include a carrier wave or other form of transmission medium). Additionally, a collection 
of fields (i.e. Graphical User Interface), per se, is non-functional descriptive material, thus it is 
considered to be merely an abstract idea and is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being a non- 
patentable abstract idea. 

As to claims 1 1 and 30-36, these claims are non-statutory for at least the reason that 
they are embodied in a non-tangible medium (i.e. a carrier signal. See the specification at U 
0053). 

Claims depending from claims 1-6, 11, 12, 14-20, and 30-36 are similarly rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-12, 14-22, and 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rathbone, (Windows XP for Dummies, 2001, Published by Hungry Minds, 
Inc.), in view of Straub et al (US Patent 5,905,492), hereinafter Straub, further in view of Hilbert 
et al. (US Publication 2003/0088570 A1), hereinafter Hilbert, further in view of Grossman et al 
(US Patent 5,564,004), hereinafter Grossman, and further in view of Malamud et al (US Patent 
5,694,561), hereinafter Malamud. 
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The applied reference (Straub) has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art only 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) might be overcome by: (1 ) a 
showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was 
derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an invention "by another"; (2) a 
showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject matter of the application which 
corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed in the reference, prior to the effective 
U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 
CFR 1.130 stating that the application and reference are currently owned by the same party and 
that the inventor named in the application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together 
with a terminal disclaimer in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be 
overcome by showing that the reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) and § 706.02(l)(2). 

Claims 1 and 7: Rathbone discloses a user interface and method on a computer system 
comprising: a logon page configured to display one or more selectable logon controls each 
having a corresponding user-identifiable indicator (Figure 4-1). 

Rathbone further teaches a desktop page configured to display in response to a 
selectable logon control being selected, the desktop page further configured to display user 
selectable controls in one or more regions of the desktop page and display the user identifiable 
indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control (taught as the icon and name of the user 
"Andy Rathbone", displayed in the start menu of the desktop). 
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However, Rathbone fails to explicitly teach the desktop page being further configured to 
persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control 
from display of the logon page to display of the desktop page. 

Straub teaches a system for updating themes for an operating system, such as Windows 
XP as disclosed by Rathbone. Furthermore, Straub teaches a desktop page being further 
configured to persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable 
logon control (taught as the ability to customize [i.e. "further configure"] a desktop background to 
display any graphic image selected by a user, which would include said user-identifiable 
indicator, at col. 2, lines 20-29). By configuring the background to display the user-identifiable 
indicator, Straub thus teaches the claimed persistent display of said indicator from display of the 
logon page to display of the desktop page. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone and Straub before him to customize the desktop background of 
Rathbone with the user-identifiable indicator through the customization technique of Straub. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of enhancing a 
user's experience through increased customization. See Straub, col. 2, lines 20-22. 

However, Rathbone and Straub fail to explicitly teach a transition from the logon screen 
to the desktop page, the transition configured to display after the selectable logon control has 
been selected but prior to display of the desktop page, the transition further configured to 
display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted 
throughout the transition and to display elimination of non-selected selectable logon controls, 
thereby enhancing a computing session by providing seamless continuity when a user logs onto 
the computing system. 
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Hilbert teaches a system for providing a logon to a multi-user device similar to that of 
Rathbone and Straub. Furthermore, Hilbert teaches a transition from a logon screen (Fig. 3) to 
the desktop page, the transition configured to display after the selectable logon control has been 
selected but prior to display of the desktop page, the transition further configured to display the 
user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout 
the transition, thereby enhancing a computing session by providing seamless continuity when a 
user logs onto the computing system (as can be seen at Fig. 4 and U 0076). The examiner 
further contends that as Rathbone shows a plurality of selectable logon controls (Fig. 4-1), in 
combination with the single user display on a transition as in Hilbert (Figs. 3 and 4) one would 
necessarily obtain a transition page that displays elimination of non-selected selectable logon 
controls. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub and Hilbert before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the logon and desktop of Rathbone and Straub to include the desktop page and 
transition page of Hilbert. One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the 
advantage of further personalizing a user interface. See Hilbert, H 0007. 

Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert fail to explicitly teach wherein the displayed elimination of 
non-selected selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. Grossman teaches a system for 
displaying selectable controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert. Furthermore, 
Grossman teaches the gradual elimination of such controls (taught as the fading of icons which 
have not been recently used from the display, as disclosed at col. 9, line 43 through col. 10, line 
48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman before him at the time the invention was 
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made to modify the interface of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert to include the icon fading of 
Grossman, in order to obtain an interface wherein the displayed elimination of non-selected 
selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination for the advantage of "cleaning up" the computer display. See Grossman, 
col. 9, lines 43-48. 

Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert and Grossman fail to explicitly teach a start control displayed 
on the desktop page that is user-selectable to initiate that multiple applications start together at 
approximately a same time, the start control being configured to enable the user to select 
groups of applications to start together that were executing when a previous computing session 
was discontinued, that are often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use 
by the user, and that are most used by the user. 

Malamud teaches a system for manipulating applications and windows utilizing display 
controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman. Furthermore, Malamud 
teaches a user-selectable control capable of starting a plurality of applications together (taught 
as the use of project groups containing a plurality of windows of applications, at col. 2, lines 43- 
60, the project folder icon and window being capable of instantiating all project windows at 
approximately the same time, at seen through the "Open Project" function of col. 4, lines 22-37). 
Malamud further allows for the configuration of a project in a variety of ways, as a user sees fit, 
through the customization of project groups as seen in col. 6, line 35 through col. 7, line 43. 
Such customization allows for the configuration of groups of applications as claimed, such as 
programs "that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user". 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, Grossman, and Malamud before him at the time the 
invention was made to modify the user interface of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman to 
include the group project functionality of Grossman, in order to obtain a start control displayed 
on the desktop page that is user-selectable to initiate that multiple applications start together at 
approximately a same time, the start control being configured to enable the user to select 
groups of applications to start together that were executing when a previous computing session 
was discontinued, that are often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use 
by the user, and that are most used by the user. One would have been motivated to make such 
a combination for the advantage of improving the amount of time a user must spend opening 
applications of interest, as seen in col. 1, lines 20-23. 

Claims 2 and 8: Hilbert discloses a user interface and method as recited in claim 1 and 7, 
further disclose the user-identifiable indicator is a user name corresponding to the selectable 
logon control for a user identified by the user name, and wherein the user name is displayed 
uninterrupted throughout the transition from the logon page to the desktop page (see Fig. 4, )\ 
0076). Straub further teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by 
a user, as shown supra. 

Claims 3 and 9: Hilbert discloses a user interface as recited in claim 1 and 7, further disclose 
the user-identifiable indicator is an image corresponding to the selectable logon control, and 
wherein the image is displayed uninterrupted throughout the transition from the logon page to 
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the desktop page (see Fig. 4, U 0076). Straub further teaches that the desktop image may be 
any graphical image selected by a user, as shown supra. 

Claim 4: Hilbert discloses a user interface as recited in claim 1, and further discloses the user- 
identifiable image corresponding to the selectable logon control (see Fig. 4, U 0076). Straub 
further teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by a user, as 
shown supra. As such, Straub teaches the image transforming to a full-size page display while 
being displayed uninterrupted throughout the transition from the logon page to the desktop 
page, as the Windows 95 operating system disclosed in Straub is well-known to include desktop 
customization features that allow a user to select how the preferred desktop image is displayed, 
typically in either a "centered", "tiled", or "stretched" (i.e. full-size page display) mode. 

Claim 5: Hilbert discloses a user interface as recited in claim 1, and further discloses the user- 
identifiable image corresponding to the selectable logon control (see Fig. 4, U 0076). Straub 
further teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by a user, as 
shown supra. As such, Straub teaches the user-identifiable indicator as a portion of an image 
corresponding to the selectable logon control, and the portion of the image being displayed 
uninterrupted throughout the transition from the logon page to the desktop page. 

Claims 6: Rathbone discloses a user interface as recited in claim 1, wherein the logon page is 
further configured to display the one or more selectable logon controls each having 
corresponding user information Hilbert further teaches the transition being further configured to 
display the user information corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted 
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throughout the transition (Fig. 4, U 0076). 
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Claim 10: Rathbone discloses a method as recited in claim 7, wherein displaying the logon 
page includes displaying the logon page of the one or more selectable logon controls that each 
have corresponding user information (Figure 10-12: shows Current user's name, Browse the 
Web with Internet Explorer, etc.). Hilbert teaches the transitioning includes displaying the user 
information corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the 
transitioning from the logon page to the desktop page (Figure 4, U 0076). Straub further 
teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by a user, as shown 
supra. 

Claim 12: Rathbone discloses a user interface comprising: a logon page configured to display 
one or more selectable logon controls each having a corresponding user-identifiable indicator 
(Figure 4-1). 

Rathbone further teaches a desktop page configured to display in response to a 
selectable logon control being selected, the desktop page further configured to display user 
selectable controls in one or more regions of the desktop page and display the user identifiable 
indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control (taught as the icon and name of the user 
"Andy Rathbone", displayed in the start menu of the desktop). 

However, Rathbone fails to explicitly teach the desktop page being further configured to 
persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control 
from display of the logon page to display of the desktop page. 

Straub teaches a system for updating themes for an operating system, such as Windows 
XP as disclosed by Rathbone. Furthermore, Straub teaches a desktop page being further 
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configured to persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable 
logon control (taught as the ability to customize [i.e. "further configure"] a desktop background to 
display any graphic image selected by a user, which would include said user-identifiable 
indicator, at col. 2, lines 20-29). By configuring the background to display the user-identifiable 
indicator, Straub thus teaches the claimed persistent display of said indicator. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone and Straub before him to customize the desktop background of 
Rathbone with the user-identifiable indicator through the customization technique of Straub. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of enhancing a 
user's experience through increased customization. See Straub, col. 2, lines 20-22. 

However, Rathbone and Straub fail to explicitly teach a start page configured to display 
before the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the 
logon page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable 
controls from any of the one or more regions of the desktop page, and further fail to explicitly 
teach a transition from the logon page to the start page, the transition configured to display the 
user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout 
the transition and to display elimination of non-selected selectable logon controls. 

Hilbert teaches a system for providing a logon to a multi-user device similar to that of 
Rathbone and Straub. Furthermore, Hilbert teaches a start page configured to display before 
the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the logon 
page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to 
the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable controls from any of 
the one or more regions of the desktop page (taught as the "portal" page 500 that is displayed 
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before a user accesses the desktop page, at U 0077 and seen in Fig. 5). Hilbert further teaches 
a transition from a logon screen (Fig. 3) to the start page, the transition configured to display 
after the selectable logon control has been selected but prior to display of the desktop page, the 
transition further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the 
selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the transition, (as can be seen at Fig. 4 and U 
0076). The examiner further contends that as Rathbone shows a plurality of selectable logon 
controls (Fig. 4-1), in combination with the single user display on a transition as in Hilbert (Figs. 
3 and 4) one would necessarily obtain a transition page that displays elimination of non-selected 
selectable logon controls. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub and Hilbert before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the logon and desktop of Rathbone and Straub to include the desktop page and start 
page of Hilbert. One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage 
of further personalizing a user interface. See Hilbert, U 0007. 

Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert fail to explicitly teach wherein the displayed elimination of 
non-selected selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. Grossman teaches a system for 
displaying selectable controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert. Furthermore, 
Grossman teaches the gradual elimination of such controls (taught as the fading of icons which 
have not been recently used from the display, as disclosed at col. 9, line 43 through col. 10, line 
48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the interface of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert to include the icon fading of 
Grossman, in order to obtain an interface wherein the displayed elimination of non-selected 
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selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination for the advantage of "cleaning up" the computer display. See Grossman, 
col. 9, lines 43-48. 

Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert and Grossman fail to explicitly teach a start control displayed 
on the desktop page that is user-selectable to initiate that multiple applications start together at 
approximately a same time, the start control being configured to enable the user to select 
groups of applications to start together that were executing when a previous computing session 
was discontinued, that are often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use 
by the user, and that are most used by the user. 

Malamud teaches a system for manipulating applications and windows utilizing display 
controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman. Furthermore, Malamud 
teaches a user-selectable control capable of starting a plurality of applications together (taught 
as the use of project groups containing a plurality of windows of applications, at col. 2, lines 43- 
60, the project folder icon and window being capable of instantiating all project windows at 
approximately the same time, at seen through the "Open Project" function of col. 4, lines 22-37). 
Malamud further allows for the configuration of a project in a variety of ways, as a user sees fit, 
through the customization of project groups as seen in col. 6, line 35 through col. 7, line 43. 
Such customization allows for the configuration of groups of applications as claimed, such as 
programs "that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, Grossman, and Malamud before him at the time the 
invention was made to modify the user interface of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman to 
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include the group project functionality of Grossman, in order to obtain a start control displayed 
on the desktop page that is user-selectable to initiate that multiple applications start together at 
approximately a same time, the start control being configured to enable the user to select 
groups of applications to start together that were executing when a previous computing session 
was discontinued, that are often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use 
by the user, and that are most used by the user. One would have been motivated to make such 
a combination for the advantage of improving the amount of time a user must spend opening 
applications of interest, as seen in col. 1, lines 20-23. 

Claim 21: Rathbone discloses a method, comprising: a logon page configured to display one or 
more selectable logon controls each having a corresponding user-identifiable indicator (Figure 
4-1). 

Rathbone further teaches a desktop page configured to display in response to a 
selectable logon control being selected, the desktop page further configured to display user 
selectable controls in one or more regions of the desktop page and display the user identifiable 
indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control (taught as the icon and name of the user 
"Andy Rathbone", displayed in the start menu of the desktop). 

However, Rathbone fails to explicitly teach the desktop page being further configured to 
persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control 
from display of the logon page to display of the desktop page. 

Straub teaches a system for updating themes for an operating system, such as Windows 
XP as disclosed by Rathbone. Furthermore, Straub teaches a desktop page being further 
configured to persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable 
logon control (taught as the ability to customize [i.e. "further configure"] a desktop background to 
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display any graphic image selected by a user, which would include said user-identifiable 
indicator, at col. 2, lines 20-29). By configuring the background to display the user-identifiable 
indicator, Straub thus teaches the claimed persistent display of said indicator. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone and Straub before him to customize the desktop background of 
Rathbone with the user-identifiable indicator through the customization technique of Straub. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of enhancing a 
user's experience through increased customization. See Straub, col. 2, lines 20-22. 

However, Rathbone and Straub fail to explicitly teach a start page configured to display 
before the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the 
logon page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable 
controls from any of the one or more regions of the desktop page, and further fail to explicitly 
teach a transition from the start page to the desktop page, the transition configured to display 
the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted 
throughout the transition and to display elimination of non-selected selectable logon controls. 

Hilbert teaches a system for providing a logon to a multi-user device similar to that of 
Rathbone and Straub. Furthermore, Hilbert teaches a start page configured to display before 
the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the logon 
page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to 
the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable controls from any of 
the one or more regions of the desktop page (taught as the "portal" page 500 that is displayed 
before a user accesses the desktop page, at U 0077 and seen in Fig. 5). Therefore, a 
combination of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert would necessarily teach a transition from the start 
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page to the desktop page while displaying the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the 
selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the transitioning. The examiner further 
contends that as Rathbone shows a plurality of selectable logon controls (Fig. 4-1), in 
combination with the single user display on a transition as in Hilbert (Figs. 3 and 4) one would 
necessarily obtain a transition page that displays elimination of non-selected selectable logon 
controls. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub and Hilbert before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the logon and desktop of Rathbone and Straub to include the desktop page and start 
page of Hilbert. One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage 
of further personalizing a user interface. See Hilbert, U 0007. 

Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert fail to explicitly teach wherein the displayed elimination of 
non-selected selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. Grossman teaches a system for 
displaying selectable controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert. Furthermore, 
Grossman teaches the gradual elimination of such controls (taught as the fading of icons which 
have not been recently used from the display, as disclosed at col. 9, line 43 through col. 10, line 
48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the interface of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert to include the icon fading of 
Grossman, in order to obtain an interface wherein the displayed elimination of non-selected 
selectable logon controls is a gradual elimination. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination for the advantage of "cleaning up" the computer display. See Grossman, 
col. 9, lines 43-48. 
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Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert and Grossman fail to explicitly teach enabling, by the 
computing device, a user to initiate that multiple applications start together at approximately a 
same time, the enabling including enabling the user to select, groups of applications to start 
together that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user. 

Malamud teaches a system for manipulating applications and windows utilizing display 
controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman. Furthermore, Malamud 
teaches a user-selectable control capable of starting a plurality of applications together (taught 
as the use of project groups containing a plurality of windows of applications, at col. 2, lines 43- 
60, the project folder icon and window being capable of instantiating all project windows at 
approximately the same time, at seen through the "Open Project" function of col. 4, lines 22-37). 
Malamud further allows for the configuration of a project in a variety of ways, as a user sees fit, 
through the customization of project groups as seen in col. 6, line 35 through col. 7, line 43. 
Such customization allows for the configuration of groups of applications as claimed, such as 
programs "that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, Grossman, and Malamud before him at the time the 
invention was made to modify the user interface of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Grossman to 
include the group project functionality of Grossman, in order to obtain enabling, by the 
computing device, a user to initiate that multiple applications start together at approximately a 
same time, the enabling including enabling the user to select, groups of applications to start 
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together that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user. One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the 
advantage of improving the amount of time a user must spend opening applications of interest, 
as seen in col. 1 , lines 20-23. 

Claims 11 and 30: Rathbone discloses one or more computer readable media comprising 
computer executable instructions that, when executed, direct a computing device to perform the 
method of claims 7 and 21 (Figure 4-1 ). 

Claim 22: Hilbert discloses a user interface further comprising a transition from the logon page 
to the start page, the transition configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the transition (Figure 4, 
0076). 

Claim 14: Hilbert discloses a user interface further comprising a transition from the start page 
to the desktop page, the transition configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the transition (Figure 4, U 
0076). 

Claims 15 and 24: Hilbert discloses a user interface further comprising: a first transition from 
the logon page to the start page, the first transition configured to display the user-identifiable 
indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the first 
transition (the "sensing" transition of Fig. 3) and a second transition from the start page to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/783,380 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2173 

desktop page, the second transition configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the second transition 
(the "loading" transition of Fig. 4). 

Claims 16 and 25: Hilbert discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer 
readable media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the desktop page is further configured to 
display regional information in one or more of the regions of the desktop page, and wherein the 
start page is further configured to display the regional information from any of the one or more 
regions of the desktop page (see ]| 0077 and 0078). 

Claims 17 and 26: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer 
readable media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the user-identifiable indicator is a user name 
corresponding to the selectable logon control for a user identified by the user name (Figure 4-3: 
"Andy Rathbone"). Hilbert further teaches the user name being displayed uninterrupted 
throughout a first transition from the logon page to the start page and continues to be displayed 
uninterrupted throughout a second transition from the start page to the desktop page (Fig. 4, U 
0076). Straub further teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by 
a user, as shown supra. 

Claims 18 and 27: Hilbert discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer 
readable media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the user-identifiable indicator is an image 
corresponding to the selectable logon control, and wherein the image is displayed uninterrupted 
throughout a first transition from the logon page to the start page and continues to be displayed 
uninterrupted throughout a second transition from the start page to the desktop page (Figure 4, 
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Claims 19 and 28: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer 
readable media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the logon page is further configured to 
display the one or more selectable logon controls each having corresponding user information 
(Figure 4-3: "Kitty"). Hilbert further teaches the user information corresponding to the selectable 
logon control being displayed uninterrupted throughout a first transition from the logon page to 
the start page and continues to be displayed uninterrupted throughout a second transition from 
the start page to the desktop page (Figure 4, 0076). 

Claims 20 and 29: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer 
readable media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the desktop page includes at least one of a 
taskbar region, a sidebar region, and a start menu region, and wherein the start page is further 
configured to display the one or more user selectable controls from any of the taskbar region, 
sidebar region, and start menu region of the desktop page (Figure 10-14, further seen in Figure 
6 of Hilbert). 

Claims 31-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rathbone, in view of Straub, further in view of Hilbert, and Further in view of Malamud. 



Claim 31: Rathbone discloses computer readable media, comprising: a logon page configured 
to display one or more selectable logon controls each having a corresponding user-identifiable 
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indicator (Figure 4-1). 

Rathbone further teaches a desktop page configured to display in response to a 
selectable logon control being selected, the desktop page further configured to display user 
selectable controls in one or more regions of the desktop page and display the user identifiable 
indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control (taught as the icon and name of the user 
"Andy Rathbone", displayed in the start menu of the desktop). 

However, Rathbone fails to explicitly teach the desktop page being further configured to 
persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control. 

Straub teaches a system for updating themes for an operating system, such as Windows 
XP as disclosed by Rathbone. Furthermore, Straub teaches a desktop page being further 
configured to persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable 
logon control (taught as the ability to customize [i.e. "further configure"] a desktop background to 
display any graphic image selected by a user, which would include said user-identifiable 
indicator, at col. 2, lines 20-29). By configuring the background to display the user-identifiable 
indicator, Straub thus teaches the claimed persistent display of said indicator. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone and Straub before him to customize the desktop background of 
Rathbone with the user-identifiable indicator through the customization technique of Straub. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of enhancing a 
user's experience through increased customization. See Straub, col. 2, lines 20-22. 

However, Rathbone and Straub fail to explicitly teach a start page configured to display 
before the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the 
logon page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator 
corresponding to the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable 
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controls from any of the one or more regions of the desktop page, and further fail to explicitly 
teach a transition from the logon page to the start page, the transition configured to display the 
user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout 
the transition and to display elimination of non-selected selectable logon controls. 

Hilbert teaches a system for providing a logon to a multi-user device similar to that of 
Rathbone and Straub. Furthermore, Hilbert teaches a start page configured to display before 
the desktop page and in response to the selectable logon control being selected on the logon 
page, the start page further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to 
the selectable logon control and display one or more of the user selectable controls from any of 
the one or more regions of the desktop page (taught as the "portal" page 500 that is displayed 
before a user accesses the desktop page, at H 0077 and seen in Fig. 5). Hilbert further teaches 
a transition from a logon screen (Fig. 3) to the start page, the transition configured to display 
after the selectable logon control has been selected but prior to display of the desktop page, the 
transition further configured to display the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the 
selectable logon control uninterrupted throughout the transition, (as can be seen at Fig. 4 and U 
0076). The examiner further contends that as Rathbone shows a plurality of selectable logon 
controls (Fig. 4-1), in combination with the single user display on a transition as in Hilbert (Figs. 
3 and 4) one would necessarily obtain a transition page that displays elimination of non-selected 
selectable logon controls. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub and Hilbert before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the logon and desktop of Rathbone and Straub to include the desktop page and start 
page of Hilbert. One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage 
of further personalizing a user interface. See Hilbert, U 0007. 
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Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert fail to explicitly teach enabling, by the computing device, a 
user to initiate that multiple applications start together at approximately a same time, the 
enabling including enabling the user to select, groups of applications to start together that were 
executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are often selected for use 
by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are most used by the user. 

Malamud teaches a system for manipulating applications and windows utilizing display 
controls similar to that of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert. Furthermore, Malamud teaches a user- 
selectable control capable of starting a plurality of applications together (taught as the use of 
project groups containing a plurality of windows of applications, at col. 2, lines 43-60, the project 
folder icon and window being capable of instantiating all project windows at approximately the 
same time, at seen through the "Open Project" function of col. 4, lines 22-37). Malamud further 
allows for the configuration of a project in a variety of ways, as a user sees fit, through the 
customization of project groups as seen in col. 6, line 35 through col. 7, line 43. Such 
customization allows for the configuration of groups of applications as claimed, such as 
programs "that were executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, that are 
often selected for use by the user, that were recently selected for use by the user, and that are 
most used by the user". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Rathbone, Straub, Hilbert, and Malamud before him at the time the invention was 
made to modify the user interface of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert to include the group project 
functionality of Grossman, in order to obtain enabling, by the computing device, a user to initiate 
that multiple applications start together at approximately a same time, the enabling including 
enabling the user to select, groups of applications to start together that were executing when a 
previous computing session was discontinued, that are often selected for use by the user, that 
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were recently selected for use by the user, and that are most used by the user. One would 
have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of improving the amount of 
time a user must spend opening applications of interest, as seen in col. 1, lines 20-23. 

Claim 32: Hilbert discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer readable 
media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the desktop page is further configured to display 
regional information in one or more of the regions of the desktop page, and wherein the start 
page is further configured to display the regional information from any of the one or more 
regions of the desktop page (see ]| 0077 and 0078). 

Claims 33: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer readable 
media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the desktop page includes at least one of a taskbar 
region, a sidebar region, and a start menu region, and wherein the start page is further 
configured to display the one or more user selectable controls from any of the taskbar region, 
sidebar region, and start menu region of the desktop page (Figure 10-14, further seen in Figure 
6 of Hilbert). 

Claim 34: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer readable 
media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the user-identifiable indicator is a user name 
corresponding to the selectable logon control for a user identified by the user name (Figure 4-3: 
"Andy Rathbone"). Hilbert further teaches the user name being displayed uninterrupted 
throughout a first transition from the logon page to the start page and continues to be displayed 
uninterrupted throughout a second transition from the start page to the desktop page (Fig. 4, U 
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0076). Straub further teaches that the desktop image may be any graphical image selected by 
a user, as shown supra. 

Claim 35: Hilbert discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer readable 
media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the user-identifiable indicator is an image 
corresponding to the selectable logon control, and wherein the image is displayed uninterrupted 
throughout a first transition from the logon page to the start page and continues to be displayed 
uninterrupted throughout a second transition from the start page to the desktop page (Figure 4, 
If 0076). 

Claim 36: Rathbone discloses a user interface, method, and one or more computer readable 
media, as recited in claim 12, 21 and 31, the logon page is further configured to display the one 
or more selectable logon controls each having corresponding user information (Figure 4-3: 
"Kitty"). Hilbert further teaches the user information corresponding to the selectable logon 
control being displayed uninterrupted throughout a first transition from the logon page to the 
start page and continues to be displayed uninterrupted throughout a second transition from the 
start page to the desktop page (Figure 4, U 0076). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 29 October 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert fail to teach "and 
persistently display the user identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control 
from display of the logon page to display of the desktop page" flj 0010), the examiner 
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respectfully disagrees. When viewed in light of this combination, Straub provides for the 
persistent display of the user identifiable indicator as set forth by the examiner, in that Straub 
allows for the user to select any graphic image to be displayed as the background of the 
desktop (col. 2, lines 27-29), such as the user identifiable indicator found in Rathbone. Thus, as 
Rathbone teaches the display of a user-identifiable indicator in a logon page, Hilbert teaches the 
display of the user-identifiable indicator in a transition page, and Straub teaches the display of 
the user-identifiable indicator as the desktop background in the desktop page, the combination 
of Rathbone, Straub, and Hilbert teach the claimed limitation "and persistently display the user 
identifiable indicator corresponding to the selectable logon control from display of the logon 
page to display of the desktop page". 

With further respect to Applicant's arguments that the applied references fail to teach the 
newly amended limitation "and to gradually display elimination of non-selected selectable logon 
controls", the examiner contends that the newly cited Grossman reference provides a teaching 
of such a limitation. The examiner further notes that no support in the specification exists for the 
inclusion of such a limitation, as the specification at 0020 merely states that "the selectable 
logon controls that are not selected can be eliminated from the display utilizing any number of 
methods and techniques to visually animate the transition". 

Applicant's further arguments with respect to claims 1-12, 14-22, and 24-36 are moot in 
view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to MICHAEL ROSWELL whose telephone number is (571)272-4055. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 - 6:00 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Roswell /MICHAEL ROSWELL/ 
Primary Examiner, GAU 2173 
28 December 2009 



